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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

HfMAX sacrifices still continue on

tho wost conit of Africa, ntj English
expedition from Old Cnlabar to
Ohumblii having lately renchod Its
destlnutlon Justus tlio sncrlflcos wero
taking plnco nnd uftor three victims
Und already boon killed.

Ikcludinci tlio channel Islands nnd
Iho Islo of Man. the cultivated acre-

age of tho United Kingdom Is 4i -
IU,8sU, ns compureu wiwi !,,acres last year. In England tlio

24.807.G0'J to 2l.88l).71.
In Wales thoro li nn Increnso rrom
2,855,072 to 2,850.1).",, anil In Scot-Inn- tl

nn Increnso from 4,890,lit to
4,892,1811. while In Irolnnd thoro linn

hoon n fall from 15,208,414 to 15,101,-02- 5

acres.
KncENT statistics of tlio French

army scorn to show that there ure
sorlous defects In tho system of com-

pulsory elomoiitnry education In

forco In France. Out of UM.OUO

youiiR men who drew lots for the
conscription last yoar no fewer than
20,000 could neither rcnu nor wnw.
nnd n further number of 65,000 could
only just rond and write thut Is to
say, wore prncticnuy iiiucnuu.

Guatp.Mai.a nnd Mexico have be-co-

reconciled uftor 11 narrow escape
from war. Tho patriotism nnd pug-

nacity of the dangerous elements of
tho population on each sldo wcro so
aroused mnt tno lenss misuiKu
diplomacy would huvo precipitated
violence through which Ouatcmahi
might hnvo boon ruined and Mulco
disgraced. At tho present stago of
civilisation tho war scuro Is highly
unsafe.

Ax Important doclelon has Juct
been pronounced In Vermont ao to
nnirnrfnlllOMt. r MIL'S. i YOIUIK IIIUll

sued to recover one that ho had given
to n young woman, who. after accept-

ing tho ring, repudiated tho engage-

ment. Tho judgo decided that It
must bo returned or olso tho recip-

ient must fulfill tho conditions under
which It was presented. Tho Lng-lls- h

courts somo years ago decided
that nn engngemont ring Is not

under anv circumstances.

Dr. William It. llAureit, president
of tho University of Chicago, appeuri
to possess somo of tho characteristics
of a prodigy. Ho entered Musking-

um collcgo, in Ohio, at the tender
ago of 10 and was graduntod at 1 1.

Thon ho wont to Ynilo nnd was only
10 when ho received his Ph. D. from
that collogo 1111 ago nt which most
students arc sophomores, ur. unr-pe- r

Is now HI). Tho university of
which ho Is tho head has un endow
ment of 4,000,000 and has ?uw,uw
tospond this year.

8r.VERAi.ot tho Standtst conscripts
In Russia havo rofused to tako tho
oath on entering tho army. These
Russian Qunkors, us thoy aro called,
are willing to makoa solemn promlso
that they will servo ino czar loyuuy,
but thoy will not tuko an onth. Nor
havo thoy any objection to sorvo in
tho army other than tho natural ob
jection ontortalned oy most uussinn
peasants. TUo czar, who Is giving
ovldonce of an autocrotlo tomper, Is

oxpocted to discipline somo of tho
loaders for their stubbornness In this
respect.

Tho Evangelist says that tho
largest cross in tho world now stands
In Drako's bay, North America.
Throo hundred and fourtcon years
ago tho colobrntod Sir Francis Drake
landod In this bay. nnd his chaplain.
Francis Fletcher by name, preached
tho vory first Kngllsh sormon over
hoard in that region. To commemo-rat- o

this event IJIshop Nichols, of
California, and tho late George W.
niitiila pimsnd a larco stono cross to
bo orcctcd on tho spot, 11 clllt stand-
ing 000 foct above tho sea. Tho
orn In flftv-sovo- n foot high, of bluo
sandstone; sovoralof tho stones In it
nro larger than tho largest stono In
tho pyramid of Cheops. This splen-

did monumont can bo seen far nnd
wldo, and Is literally a sormon In
stono.

I am an enthusiastic followor of
tho chaso," says A. 8. Trude, tho
wnll Irnmvnlawvor. of GlllcUUO. "And
every fall I steal nwny Into tho wilds
of Wyoming, away out in tho Sho-itmn- n

mnimtftlns.and hunt thostutelv
elk. Lust season my party Kiucu
several, three falling to' my gun. I
bollevo In killing only to supply tho
nocossltles of tho camp for moat, nnd
abominate tho pratitlco of slaughter-
ing them merely to son thorn drop nt
the crack of a Winchester. A New
Yorker by the namo of Thompson,
tvim imnii into tho samo territory
evory season, is a chief sinner in this
respect, and last year was rosjwnoiuiu
fnr the death of thlrly-olu- ht of theso
fine animals, a wanton destruction
which, If notcheckod. will soon inako
the elk as scarco as the buffalo."

Ok tho moat consuming civilized
nnilnna of tho world the United
States head tho list with 120 pounds
yoarly for each head of population, or
about 5 ounces 11 day. Grout Brltnln
follows closoly with n consumption of
110 pounds yoarly for each head of
population. Germany oxcoods this
uvorngo, and promises to lead In the
near futuio all tho nations in Its m

of meat. Tho pooplo of
Dorlln excood all othor civilized na-

tions In tlio quantity which thev con-sum- o

por capita 2 1- -2 pounds dally.
In addition to othor llesh thoy ub-sor- b

that of about 7,000 horsos nn- -

nuullv. This onorinous consumption
of moat is considered the reason why
lJorlln peoplo aro so suscoptlblo to
blood poisoning, Paris Indulges in u
dally consumption of nlno ouueos for
oach Individual. Franco nt large Is
crodltod with slxty-sl- x pounds por
capita por annum. Tlio uvorago of
Portugal Is lower than thut of tiny
other civilized nation twenty
pounds of moat tor each head of
population,

Many .Important brldgo projects
aro coming to a head, and that for
the Hudson at Now York assumes
the uso'of no tower than six trucks.
Tho older Now .York and Brooklyn
structure Is In reality two bridges
hung sldo by sldo and bracou to-

gether, the promenade being an extra
weight on tho interior cublos. It has
a lft 0-- S Inch cablo on oach Bide; In
tho estimates for tho new work n
cablo of 21 2 inches diameter Is
spoken of. Theso supporting cables
of long bridges nro made of stool, and

nected links, cr nro formed of par-

allel wlros or twlstod ropo wlro. To
obtain the widest span posslblo the
wolght of tho cablo must bo a mlnl
mum p compared with Its carrying
capacity. Steel In tho form of wire
has a minimum strength moro than,
double its maximum str-jngt- In the
form of bars that would bo suitaoie
for tho construction of n suspension
chnln. A wlro cnblo can bo strotched
about two and one-hal- f times ns fai
ns n steel chain before being broken
under like conditions. Tho cables of

the Brooklyn bridge hnvo 5,400 wires
In them. Tho cables of tho Cincin-

nati brldgo havo a diameter of 12

Inchos, nnd each contains 0,200 No. 0

wires. Thoro Is n practical limit to
tho number of wires that can bo
united In n cable. The number
,..,yto,1 fnr tho Hudson brldgo is

0,000 parallel steel 'vires, No. 0
gauge.

Tin: malingers of tho railroads
running Into Chicago nro determined
to stop gnmbllngnnddrlnklngnmong
their men. Thero Is 110 doubt that
much of Iho encouragement given 10

the mobs during tho Into strike catim
from trainmen who spent their tlmo
off duty In stock yard saloons. Tlio
Chicago and Alton was the first com-

pany to notify Its employes that
thev would be discharged If seen go-

ing' Into either saloons or gambling
houses when on or oft duty. The
same regulation was nftorwnrd mado
bv the Chicago ana eastern Illinois,
aiid tho Chicago nnd Great Western
has gone a step further and fori Id- -

den Its men to board lit places to
which 11 bar Is attached. This rule Is
In tho Interest of economy ns well ns
that of good morals. It Is (hocus
to.n for keepers of boarding houses
near tho railroad yardu to furnish
trainmen with meals In exchange for
orders on tho compnny, which, 11

bona fide, aro always honored beforn
pnymont of the men's wages. v noro
tho proprietors had bars In their
places It was noticed that their
claims often caino to moro than the
sums duo tho men for wages. Tho
Great Western Is therefore killing
two birds with ono stono. It Is said
that the new rules huvo tho approval
of the employes gonorally.

Whan a Bear lsTraM.
Vhon a bear finds himself trapped

and his tlrst tornado llko burst of
fury Is over ho turns nil his energy
and effort toward getting away from
tho snot us far and fast as ho can
and to freeing himself from the trap.
A bear Is always caught by his foot,
most frequently a foro foot. A beur
trap Itself Is a ponderous Iron thing,
ns much as a man would enro to
carry far, the jaws frotiontly sot
with long, sharp teeth which bury
theiiisolvcsjln each sldo ofja bear's leg.
Then a heavy clog Is always attached
to the trap by a strong chain, tho
ilrnL'ffiiiff of which by tho bear
through tlio woous ueiuys 111s pro-

gress by catching under roots nnd
logs and other obstructions. Some-

times tho bear will carry tho heavy
clog and walk on his hind feet, but
this Is a mothod of trnvol which ho
cannot mnlntnln long and U slow at
best. Tho bear seoms to know that
liU triirmliitr is but' the nrcludo to
pursuit by hunters and dogs, nnd ho
leaves nothing unuouo to ireo iiimseu
from the hindering trap. Ho will
climb treos, Impeded ns ho Is, faston
the clog In a crotch or around a
limb, and Jump from a treo In a dos-pera- to

endenvor to tear his foot looso
from tho trap. This Is a woll known
effort of tho benr when tho trap Is on
a hind foot. Frequently ho suc-

ceeds In freeing himself In this way,
ns traps are found In treos, with a
boar's foot, or a portion of one, held
In Its jaws. Often, though, tno noui
of the trap on the leg is too firm for
oven tho weight of tho beur and tho
Impulso of his fall to ovorcoine, nnd
It has not been nn uncommon thing
for the bear to bo found hanging
dead from his cruel Imprisonment.
If tho trap Is on a foro foot tho bear
will pound It on 11 rock with tromon-dou- s

blows, hoping to smash it, a
foot in which ho does not always fall j

nnd ho will evon cnnw his foot oil to
escape. Tlireo lootcu ucars ore uy nu
moans a rarity In tho woods whoro
bears abound. Tho bones of a boar
aro soft and spongy nnd do not
break like tho hard bones of a deer.
A bullet striking tho bono of a deer
will shnttor and splinter It, or break
It squaro In two, while a bullot will
pass through tho bono of a bear with-
out crippling him In tho least.

Is a Violent Death Painful?

Sovore Injuries to tho body nro
vary painful at first. The

of tho nervous shock seems to
paralyzo tlio norve comer, wnore con-

sciousness of puln is situated, and In

fatal casos thoro is oiton no senso oi
pain, oven when doath Is delayed a
day or two . In such cases It may bo
supposed that tho shock not only
paralyzes, but evon destroys tho
norvo center. It may bo compared
to a lightning Hash along tlio tele-
graph wires, which, although of tho
snmo naturo as tho electric t olograph
current, yet is so Intenso ns to de-

stroy the receiving Instruments, so
thnt no subsoquont messages can do
rocelvod. In somo fatal Injuries tho
norvo thnt would carry tho pain to
tho brain Is dostroyed, and such

nro almost painless. Our
bcuso of pain Is greatest in tho skin
nnd deon wounds aro thoroforo not
more nninful than shallow onos. In
surgical operations tho skin Incision
Is ofton tho most painful part, and
those who have bcou run through tho
body say thoy wero conscious only of
something cold passing through
thorn, with just a prick nttho points
of entry and exit of tho weapon.
On tlio othor hand, somo fatal in-

juries are vory pulnful, ospoclally
thoso that Interforo with breathing,
such us Injuries to tho chest and
throat.

Youth Recalled.

"I don't know how thoy get thorn,"
saldafathor, "but thoro appear to
bo certain standard questions that
aro asked ovor and ovor again by tho
children of succeeding generations.
Just now I hoard my youthful son
asking his mother: 'Mamma, which
weighs tho most a pound of fenthors
or a nouna or. leaar aim uumuwj
It makes me feel young again to 1wf

nro cither chains composed of con Mt question."
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FAMILY TIES IN GERMANY.

DUtiint Relative mill Hcrvnnt In- -

eluded In the Huvrcd Circle.
Tho family tie Is sacred In Germany,

nnd extends nlso to the larger family,
says n writer In the Omaha Bee. Mem-

bers of the same inline, especially
umonir the nobility, meet from time
to time for conferences (Fumlllcntiig),
nnd have generally friends to assist
the poorer members of the family. Tho
German Is sure to Hud an open hand
and house wherever he meets even u
distant relative. The relation of chil-

dren to their parents, though It has
lost much of the old rigidity, Is still
one of respeet, and this Is certainly n
good foundation for the state, ns Lu-

ther In hN udinlmble small catechism
explain tho llfth commandment to re-fe- r

also to teachers, employes, nnd
all In authority. Also grown-u- p dill- -

it mi nMiwrr iinivutal authority. As
long us father or mother lives the
house remain the center of the family,
also for the married children.

But the household does not only com-pils- e

the family, the servants aro part
i.t tlm flni-iim- home. Though ntsn
in this respect much of tho good old
liablt Is done nwny with In tho present
age, especially in tho larger towns,
where tho family does not occupy, like
in the United States nnd Kngland, n

house or Its own, but only u lint, with
Mitnetlmos very Insufficient nccommo-ilation- s

for the servants, yet wo find

iiiiiny who look back on u servlco of
fortv or fifty years In the same family.

The great day for tho German homo
Is Christmas Uve, when all tho house- -

hold gathers round tlio tir treo wiui
Its shining lights. The Oormaii Christ-urn- s

tree, which Iuih now found its
wnv Into many other countries, is a

vi ry old Institution, nnd deeply rooted
in tho hearts of the people. I'.ven the
poor man would spnro his last cent to
liny u tree. Wherever denimns nro to-

gether nt Christmas tho tree must not
bo wanting. Tho writer of theso lines
remembers u Christinas spent on the
Atlantic on one of the Norm uermaii
I.loyd steamers. The weather was
very rough, but the Christmas treo
was nevertheless lighted. Peoplo will
remember to their oldest ages tho Joy-

ful excltemeiit of their childhood,
when tho bell of tho father culled
them Into the room whero the presents

or lnl.l out for tliera unuer mo iigui- -

ed tree. Also tho servants nro called In

und receive their presents. Even In

houses where there aro uo children
tlio Christmas treo is lighted, and
wealthy people often invito tho chil-

dren of ono or moro poor families to
,.ivn tiiitin nresents on tho day which
commemorates thut God so loved tho
world that ho gave his only begotten
Son, everybody wishes to show love

to his neighbor.

How

STAGE-COAC- H DAYS.

Vcniile Truvclcit In tlio Middle
HtntcM Forty jcui-- k.

Forty-tw- o years ago New Year's day

tho last through United States mall

arrived bv stage conch from Balti-

more at Wheeling. W. Vn.. says tho

Baltlnioro Sun. John E. Iteeslde, now

a resident of Baltimore, was In charge

of tho stage which mnde the last trip,

ai riving In Wheeling Now Year's day,

SirincNCEi..

Mr Hcesldo's father, tho lato James
iteeslde, was a pioneer In this travel.

Tim Mn eiiieren uio munu uuu.
i,..ii nlioiit 15 years old, and con

tinued extending siogo-coac- h linos west- -

iaa La Salle St.

ward until tlicy reaction mo raciuc
coast. Itallroads followed in tho wako
(if tho coach lines and tool; nwny tlielr
business of carrying passengers nnd
malls.

1'iobably the most Interesting ot Mr.

Iteeslde's experiences wero In connec-

tion with the Nutlonnl road, or "old
pike," projected by tho national govern
ment In 1SIHJ. this ronu exit-uuui-i iruui
Cumberland. Mil., westward ovor tho
Alleghnnles to tho Ohio Rlvor. It wns
tho main artery of trnvel for passenger,
mall, nnd freight trnlilo until tho Balti-
more and Ohio Bnllroad took its place.

From Baltimore to Cumberland the
turnplko was older, having been con-

structed by private persons nnd com

panies.
"The i.tago-coae- headquarters In

Baltimore," said Mr. Beeslde, "wero at
old Barnum's hotel nnd tho Fountain
Inn, which stood nu the slto of tho Car-i-ollt-

hotel. The conches used were

Luther Lailin Mills.
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Ilr to Comraerclil Nutlonil Bnk. John Was
aa.M-mud.ipuu- i 11. u.cuein co.,K.w voriT

open nt the front nnd shies, with sent
lor eleven passengers beside the driver.
All seats faced the front of tli3 vehicle.
Saddlebags, which were cnrrled lu thnt
time for baggage, wero hung on tho
posts supporting the top of tho Btngc.
A small rack behind for trunks was Hol

dout used. A tin lantern, with n tallow
dip, placed over the driver, was used at
night.

"Four strong horses drew theso
conches, with relays evory ten or twelve
miles nt stages or stations, from which
probably came tho iinmo of tho ve-

hicle. The nverngo rate of faro wan
(l cents n mile. At first travel won
only lu tlio daytime, with stops over
night nt( the numerous excellent Inns
or taverns which lined the road.

"One of the great obstructions to
travel nlone tho road wero large droves
of cattle, sheep and hogs being driven
from Western plains to Eastern mnr--

kets. Tlio cattle especially, with their
long horns pointed toward tlio oncoming
conch, made a formidable obstruction.

"The 'Sl'l miles from Baltimore to
Wheeling were llrst mnde In four dny,
with nightly stops. Tlio best stnge- -

coach time was nftorwnrd reduced to
llfty hours by the old Ecltpsu Hue, es-

tablished by James Iteeslde."
Sir. Beeslde Is probably tlio only sur-

viving stage-coac- h contractor of na-

tional prominence. He is n nntlvo of
Cumberland. Hnmuel I.urmnn, said to
bo the oldest living stage-coac- h driver,
now lives lu Cumberland.

EVOLUTION EVEN HERE.

The IIou'm Hark Hum Mara
n. His Culture Advanced.

The most curious Imitations which
wo Hud lu dogs Is as to the measure of
expression to which they have at-

tained. Among tho savage forefathers
of the modern dog the characteristics
of nil their utterances wns, to u great
extent, Involuntary, mid once begun
the outcry was continued In n

manner.
The effect of advancing culture on

tho dog, however, has been gradually
to dccrciiM this ancient undifferenti-
ated mode of expression by howling
und yelping, nnd to replace it by tho
much more speech-llk- o bark, says a
writer hi Scrlbner's Magazine. There
Is somo doubt whether dogs possessed
by savages hnvo tho power of uttering
the sharp, specialised noto which is so
characteristic of the civilised form of
their species.

It Is clear, however, that ir tney nnvo
the power of thus expressing them-helve- s

they use It but rarely. On tho
other hand, our high-bre- d dogs havo to
a great extent lost tho power to express
themselves In tho ancient way. Many
of our breeds appear to have becomo
Incapable of ululating. Thero is no
doubt but thochniigo In tho modo of ex-

pression grently increases tho capacity
of our dogs to set forth their states of
mind.

If we catch n high-bre- d dog ono with
u wide range of sensibilities which we
may may llnd In breeds which have
long been closely associated with man

wo may readily note live or six va-

rieties of sound In the bark, each of
which Is clearly related to u certain
state of mind. That of welcome, of
fear, of rage, of doubt, nnd of pure fun
aro almost always perfectly distinct to
tho educated ear, and this, although
the observer may not be iicinialnted
with tho creature. If ho knows him
well ho may be able to distinguish vari-

ous other intonations those which ex-

press Impatience, and even an element
of sorrow. This last noto verges to- -

ward a howl.

Traveler "The houses lu some of tho
undent cities had walls ten feel thick."
Mr. Biickrow (nervously)-- "! presume
some of the neighbors wero musical."
New York Weekly.

Juct the Thing,

Tbte.le oa enree-te- B IhetrayeUM WtJI

iM"s.r.ffirssM5
Llnee7wBleh liT bow bi tU Ul?wt!JMj?jtffiT!iaK
eietAiiK JLeiniBuau. uhiuh eirrvoeKoTthweei. Tbetr double dol- l- (rati..n. ii,'BiDm.ni efars ulaeeaMae which

"f2lV U,t".,P?Bl7li..rBM totk OrgmSbob 04 e eepere
Sbtoue e raeUe Com. relate witte
'JmYbU talerooatlea addnte yctuC Beet est

Ueketceeatci Aafe
flea. fee. ojU Tat. ht. cMicec. H.

mvj,v,' M,.rtif . . .vVAv-Vaafcyit.- fss 'Sgifrjj ..-- "

t

f

r

i
j.

1

kl
.i

I

l


